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In another example of FAA inaction, 

Congress required the FAA and the Na-
tional Park Service to develop air tour 
management plans for our national 
parks under the Air Tour Management 
Act of 2000. For two decades, inter-
agency fighting prevented any progress 
from being made. In 2018, the Hawaii 
Island Malama Pono Coalition and 
Public Employees for Environmental 
Responsibility, groups representing na-
tional park employees and visitors, 
filed a petition in Federal court to 
compel the agencies to regulate air 
tours at seven parks. 

On May 1, 2020, the U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals for the District of Columbia 
ordered the FAA and the National 
Park Service to develop air tour man-
agement plans for 23 national parks, 
including Haleakala National Park and 
Volcanoes National Park in Hawaii. 
The court found that the agencies’ ef-
forts were ‘‘underwhelming,’’ ‘‘ulti-
mately unsuccessful,’’ and failed to de-
velop the plans in a reasonable amount 
of time. 

The court expects the agencies to de-
velop the air tour management plans 
for all 23 parks within 2 years, and the 
court will retain jurisdiction to con-
tinue oversight until the agencies have 
completed the plans. 

Volcanoes National Park was the 
subject of 8,333 air tour flights in 2018, 
over 22 flights per day, the highest 
number of air tour flights of any na-
tional park. Haleakala had the fourth 
most air tour flights in 2018, with 4,757 
flights. The residents in the sur-
rounding communities in the flight 
path and visitors trying to enjoy the 
quiet of nature are all too aware of the 
visual and the noise from air tour 
flights. 

With the decision by the Court, many 
in Hawaii now expect action in the de-
velopment of air tour management 
plans for Hawaii’s two national parks. 

Of course, air tours affect residents 
and communities in Hawaii throughout 
the State. On January 9 of this year, 
members of the Hawaii Helicopter As-
sociation, Hawaii Department of 
Transportation’s Airports Division, ap-
pointees from the State legislature, 
and other stakeholders formed the Ha-
waii Air Noise and Safety Task Force 
with representatives from the FAA as 
technical advisers. The task force was 
created to ‘‘fund public meetings, 
produce a study and make rec-
ommendations concerning the heli-
copter and fixed wing tour industry.’’ 

It remains clear to me that the FAA 
needs to address its failure to oversee 
the air tour industry. On January 31, 
Senator SCHATZ and I joined in the 
Senate Commerce Committee’s request 
for an investigation by the inspector 
general of the Department of Transpor-
tation into allegations that the FAA’s 
Honolulu Flight Standards District Of-
fice ignored serious concerns about the 
safety of helicopter air tours in Hawaii. 
We requested an investigation into the 
oversight lapses raised by the whistle-
blowers. The ongoing investigation by 

the inspector general will show wheth-
er FAA is able to enforce its own rules 
in Hawaii. 

What remains clear is that the NTSB 
has recommended additional standards 
to the FAA to improve safety through-
out the country, but the FAA has not 
addressed these safety issues. We have 
waited long enough for action. 

The legislation we are introducing 
will strengthen the rules to ensure ac-
countability and safety for Hawaii’s 
aviation operators and travelers. 

f 

FIVE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF 
CHARLESTON CHURCH SHOOTING 

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, 5 years 
have passed, and it still feels like a bad 
dream, but we know it actually hap-
pened. The senseless murder of nine pa-
rishioners at Mother Emanuel hit 
South Carolina like a ton of bricks. It 
remains hard to understand how any-
one could have so much hate in their 
heart. To be welcomed into a church, 
worship with the parishioners, and 
then turn around and shoot them in 
cold blood remains one of the most hor-
rific acts ever recorded. 

Then just days after this horrible 
tragedy, the people at Mother Emanuel 
showed a level of love and forgiveness 
that was truly unimaginable. It was an 
act that is rarely seen. I personally 
cannot imagine turning to the person 
who killed my family members saying, 
I forgive you. I know that type of grace 
can only come from God. Of all the 
things that I have seen in public life, 
the words from the family members 
continue to amaze me to this day. You 
must truly have the love of the Lord in 
your heart to be able to muster that 
kind of forgiveness. 

On the 5-year anniversary, we think 
of those who lost their lives and the 
families left behind, the Christmases 
without loved ones, the birthdays 
missed. Our hearts are still broken, and 
our prayers remain with the parish-
ioners at Mother Emanuel. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO DR. AMY ACTON 

∑ Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to express my appreciation for a 
great Ohioan and public servant, Dr. 
Amy Acton, for her leadership and ex-
pertise while serving as the director of 
the Ohio Department of Health. 

Born and raised in Youngstown, OH, 
Dr. Acton knew she wanted to be a doc-
tor from a young age. She attended 
Northeastern Ohio University School 
of Medicine, studying pediatrics and 
preventive medicine. Dr. Acton contin-
ued her education, earning a master’s 
degree in public health from the Ohio 
State University, where she went on to 
teach as an associate professor. 

In 2019, Governor Mike DeWine ap-
pointed her to lead our State’ s health 
department, the first woman to hold 
the position in Ohio’s history. 

That job is always critical, public 
health is one of the most important 
jobs our government does, and until a 
few months ago, it was too often under-
appreciated. But 17 months ago, few 
could have predicted just how vital Dr. 
Acton’s role would be, as she stepped 
up to lead Ohio’s response to the 
COVID–19 pandemic. On March 22, 2020, 
while much of the Nation was still in 
denial about the quickly evolving pan-
demic, Dr. Acton led the charge and 
issued a statewide stay at home order, 
making Ohio one of the first States to 
do so. Understanding that the best 
leaders are open and honest, Dr. Acton 
participated in the Governor’s daily 
press conferences. She answered ques-
tions and helped explain the threat of 
COVID–19 and the actions her depart-
ment was taking to keep Ohioans safe 
through clever analogies, from brewing 
storms to Swiss cheese. 

Throughout the spring, under Dr. Ac-
ton’s leadership, Ohio continued to 
lead the country in taking bold action 
to slow COVID–19’s spread. Dr. Acton’s 
early intervention, supported by 
science and data, saved lives and sig-
nificantly slowed the spread of the 
virus in Ohio. 

Dr. Acton put the life and well-being 
of people over politics. She used empa-
thy and honesty to educate, inform, 
and comfort Ohioans in uncertain 
times, exceeding the duties expected of 
her, to ensure the health and safety of 
her fellow Ohioans. 

Thank you, Dr. Acton, for your wis-
dom, bravery, and compassion through-
out the COVID–19 pandemic. Your lead-
ership saved countless lives in Ohio. I 
am sure my Senate colleagues will join 
me in thanking Dr. Amy Acton for her 
exemplary efforts.∑ 

f 

2020 SERVICE ACADEMY 
APPOINTEES FROM UTAH 

∑ Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I rise today 
to honor 14 exemplary young Utahns 
who have answered the call of service 
to our country. 

Each year, Members of Congress are 
authorized to nominate a number of 
young men and women fro their dis-
trict or State to attend our Nation’s 
service academies: the U.S. Air Force 
Academy, the U.S. Military Academy, 
and the U.S. Naval Academy. 

The men and women whom I nomi-
nated on behalf of the State of Utah 
this year are some of the best and 
brightest in our country. 

Each of these students is of sound 
mind and body, which will serve them 
well in Colorado Springs, West Point, 
and Annapolis. But the journey on 
which these young men and women will 
soon embark demands more than 
strength of mind and strength of body. 
It demands strength of character. It re-
quires qualities of leadership, courage, 
honesty, prudence, and selfdiscipline. 
It calls for a commitment to service 
and a love of country. And ultimately, 
it requires a willingness to give the ul-
timate sacrifice on behalf of the safety 
and security of our Nation. 
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These students have already dis-

played the qualities of character and 
the standards of excellence upon which 
our service academies are built. 

Today, I would like to take a mo-
ment to honor and congratulate these 
talented and generous young men and 
women. 

James Soren Beck has accepted an 
appointment to the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy. He is a graduate of Lone Peak 
High School, where he was captain of 
the soccer team, a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, and CEO of his 
entrepreneur class. James is an Eagle 
Scout, a member of the Teenage Re-
publicans, and has been a volunteer to 
serve veterans at the VA Hospital in 
Salt Lake City. 

Abigail Renee Belko graduated from 
Saint Joseph Catholic High School and 
will soon enter the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy. She has made it a priority to look 
for ways to help others and has com-
pleted over 100 hours of community 
service. She served as one of the 
school’s student ambassadors and as a 
member of the National Honor Society, 
captained the track team, and played 
volleyball. 

Carson Shaun Cox, from Milford High 
School, has accepted an appointment 
to the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point. The school’s Sterling Scholar in 
Social Science, Carson also served as a 
class senator and founded the Tech 
Theatre club. He attended Boys State 
and was a captain of the two-time 
State champion football team and a 
member of the State champion base-
ball team. 

Alexander Javier Gustat accepted an 
appointment to the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy. He is a graduate of Juan Diego 
Catholic High School, where he served 
as a student ambassador and as a sen-
ior class officer. He holds a number of 
records in swimming and was the 4A 
state champion in the 100m breast-
stroke. Alexander was the president of 
the Pre-Med Club, and a member of 
both the National Honor Society and 
the Social Justice Committee. 

Lily Faith Hawkins will be joining a 
family history of military service when 
she attends the U.S. Air Force Acad-
emy after graduating from East High 
School. She stayed busy as captain of 
the soccer team, where she was named 
to the All-State Soccer Team; running 
track; and playing rugby. She served as 
a member of the school’s senate and 
participated in the National Honor So-
ciety. Lily lead her Youthlinc Humani-
tarian Team to both Thailand and Fiji, 
where they served local communities. 

Logan Keith Landrum accepted an 
appointment to the U.S. Air Force 
Academy. He knows the Air Force life 
well as the son of an Academy grad-
uate. Logan graduated from Lake 
Braddock Secondary School in Fairfax 
Station, VA, where he was a champion 
swimmer and captain for multiple 
school and club swim teams. He par-
ticipated in both Air Force JROTC and 
Army JROTC during his high school 
years and was a member of the JROTC 
Raiders. 

Isaiah Emmanuel Laureano, a mem-
ber of the Utah Army National Guard, 
was proud to accept his appointment to 
the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point. Isaiah worked hard and endured 
many challenges, which led him to 
Utah and to the Utah Military Acad-
emy, where he graduated as senior 
class president. He was a member of 
the National Honor Society, in addi-
tion to the cross country team, ranger 
team, and State champion AFJROTC 
Drill Team. 

Jessica Lynn Loyd, a graduate of the 
Academy for Math, Engineering and 
Science, will be attending the U.S. Air 
Force Academy. A standout athlete 
and leader, she served as captain of 
both her school and club swim teams. 
She carried athletes’ voices to the 
Utah Swimming Board and U.S. Aquat-
ic Sports Convention as the athlete 
representative. She is a member of the 
Civil Air Patrol and was an intern with 
the Salt Lake County’s Sheriff’s 
Search and Rescue Team. 

Richard Ashton Ottley will be at-
tending the U.S. Military Academy at 
West Point. A graduate of the Utah 
Military Academy—Camp Williams 
Campus, where he was JROTC Cadet of 
the Year, he focused on helping his fel-
low cadets as copresident of the Hope 
Squad. He volunteered as a tutor and 
served as captain of both the track and 
field and rugby teams. He honored our 
military veterans by volunteering with 
both the Veterans of Foreign Wars and 
Wreaths Across America. 

Samantha Jimena Padilla will be 
continuing on to the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy after having attended the U.S. 
Naval Academy Preparatory School. A 
2019 graduate of the Utah Military 
Academy, Samantha played soccer, 
basketball, ran cross country, and was 
a Tae Kwon Do instructor. She at-
tended Girls State and was a member 
of the Civil Air Patrol, as well as the 
AFJROTC and U.S. Naval Sea Cadets. 

Matthew Andrew Sedillo will be at-
tending the U.S. Air Force Academy 
after graduating in 2019 from Juan 
Diego Catholic High School and attend-
ing the Air Force Academy Pre-
paratory School. In high school, he was 
a member of the Student Senate and 
was a Senior Sancta Terra Retreat 
Leader. He was captain of his high 
school wrestling team and walked onto 
the USAFA Prep wrestling team. 

Douglas Cutler Smith, II has accept-
ed an appointment to the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point. As a graduate 
of Hillcrest High School, he challenged 
himself by taking part in the Inter-
national Baccalaureate Diploma Pro-
gram. He earned his Eagle Scout Award 
and served in leadership positions with 
his church youth group and as captain 
of both the baseball and football teams. 

Brayden Dern Whatcott, a Corner 
Canyon High School graduate, accepted 
his appointment to the U.S. Air Force 
Academy, where he is following in his 
father’s footsteps. Brayden was a mem-
ber of the Draper Youth City Council 
and attended Boys State. He founded 

and served as president of the Civics 
Club; was a member of the National 
Honor Society; and a member of Health 
Occupation Students of America, 
HOSA. As captain, he led the three- 
time State champion cross-country 
mountain biking team. 

Tyler Brandon Wright accepted an 
appointment to the U.S. Air Force 
Academy. A graduate of Farmington 
High School, Tyler served as a student 
ambassador and was a member of the 
National Honor Society and Spanish 
Club. He is an Eagle Scout who is a 
leader in his church youth council, vol-
unteers as a tutor, and helped build 
schoolhouses in Peru with HEFY. Tyler 
serves as a member of the Civil Air Pa-
trol and works with his family on their 
ranch. 

It has been my distinct honor to 
nominate each of these admirable 
young men and women. These Utahns 
give me great hope for the future of our 
armed services and the future of our 
Nation. 

To these 14 students and to all their 
future classmates from around the 
country, I thank you for your commit-
ment to service and commend your 
achievements. While this is but the be-
ginning of your journey, I urge you to 
remember the foundation of your suc-
cess thus far. 

You would not have arrived at this 
point without the dedication and exam-
ple of your parents, family, teachers, 
coaches, and mentors. Moreover, you 
would not have arrived at this point 
without your own sacrifice and hard 
work. 

Strive to continue on the path of 
strong moral character, and to keep 
love of country as a guiding principle. 
Look to the past with gratitude and to 
the future with conviction. If you stay 
this course, I have no doubt that your 
future holds great things in store. 

I wish you all the best as you embark 
on this journey. 

Thank you.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING GLENN DOCKHAM 

∑ Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Glenn A. 
Dockham of Milton, VT. 

Glenn lived a life of service. He was a 
Peace Corps volunteer, a U.S. Customs 
officer, and the president of the Na-
tional Treasury Employees Union— 
NTEU—Chapter 142. It was in his ca-
pacity as a labor leader that my staff 
and I had the pleasure of working with 
Glenn and came to greatly respect his 
perspective. I am proud to have called 
on his perspective on a number of occa-
sions to discuss important labor issues. 
During one occasion, when I organized 
a panel to discuss labor concerns at the 
Department of Homeland Security, 
Glenn provided valuable insights as the 
voice at the table representing NTEU 
members. At this time, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security was still a 
relatively new agency, and Glenn 
helped us to fight for the needs of his 
members. 
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